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Ezzard	charles	a	boxing	life

Ã	To	learn	more	about	Ezzard	Charles,	consult	the	following	resources:	Ã	The	Way	We	Were:	The	Magnificent	Loser	Article	by	Bob	McKay	in	Cincinnati	Magazine,	October	1977,	Vol.	11,	No.	1,	page	83Ã¢Â¦89.	General	f977.14	C574cc	The	boxing	career	of	Ezzard	Charles	and	his	struggle	to	earn	respect	are	recounted	in	the	article	in	Cincinnati
Magazine.	¤	Ã	Ã	Ã	Ã	Ã	Ã	Ã	Ã	Ezzard	Charles	was	certainly	the	one	who	carried	the	now-sunken	flame	well,	even	if	the	American	public	at	the	time	did	not	appreciate	him.	The	Cincinnati	Cobra	reached	the	middleweight	rank,	until	it	found	itself	sitting	on	top	of	the	big	heavyweight	largemouth	bass,	and	justified	its	position	as	one	of	the	best	fighters	in
the	history	of	boxing.	Charles	was	a	student	of	the	sweet	science	Growing	Up	Born	Ezzard	Mack	Charles	on	July	7,	1921,	in	a	life	of	poverty	in	Lawrenceville,	Georgia,	the	Charles	family	moved	to	Cincinnati,	Ohio,	which	earned	him	the	nickname	“Cincinnati	Cobra”.	He	began	boxing	at	the	age	of	14	and	at	the	age	of	15	he	was	born.	Four	years	he
racked	up	a	superb	record	of	42-0,	winning	several	national	titles	along	the	way	(including	the	Diamond	Belt,	AAU	and	Golden	Gloves	championships).	Early	Career	Ezzard	Charles	became	a	professional	at	the	age	of	18,	in	the	early	1940s.	Young	Charles	has	put	together	an	impressive	string	of	20	consecutive	wins,	14	away.	This	was	until	he	was
surpassed	(as	was	often	the	case	at	the	time)	against	Ken	Overlin,	an	experienced	ring	veteran,	and	suffered	his	first	defeat	at	the	age	of	20.	Charles	returned,	however,	defeating	two	great	fighters	including	Teddy	Yarosz,	Joey	Maxim,	Anton	Christonfroridis,	and	the	much	feared	and	avoided	Charley	Burley.	Ezzard	Charles	was	the	fiercest	of	his	first
days	of	post-military	service	and	killing	opponents	in	the	ring	Barely	21	years	old,	Charles	was	enlisted	in	the	U.S.	Army,	and	from	1941	to	1945	he	barely	had	many	fights,	and	with	little	time	to	train	he	suffered	losses	to	Jimmy	Bivins	and	Lloyd	Marshall.	After	the	forced	dismissal,	Charles	returned	to	his	oath	of	greatness,	and	avenged	his	losses	by
beating	Bivins	twice	and	putting	K.	Marshall.	He	fought	with	the	best	heavyweights,	including	a	knockout	from	Archie	Moore	in	1948.	Then,	the	following	month,	in	February,	against	Sam	Baroudi,	the	Cobras	knocked	out	Sam	Baroudi,	so	brutally	that	Sam	died	the	next	day.	Many	say	it	was	at	this	point	that	Charles	lost	his	killer	instinct	and	decided
to	use	his	abilities,	rather	than	his	power,	to	avoid	doing	so	much	damage	to	an	opponent.	Heavyweight	Championship	Failing	to	win	the	light	heavyweight	title,	Charles	fought	for	the	biggest	boxing	prize	in	1949	when	he	fought	Jersey	Joe	Walcott	for	the	vacant	title.	Charles	won	the	match,	which	would	be	the	beginning	of	a	quadrilogy	between	the
two.	despite	the	great	technicality	of	the	charles	ring,	those	among	the	fans	of	the	causal	bokse	would	prefer	by	farto	see	bloodshed,	contrary	to	the	generalization	and	subtlety	of	the	ring.	That	meant	Charles	didn't	have	a	vibrant	character	and	personality	in	the	ring,	which	is	absolutely	necessary	when	you	just	beat	the	previous	sample	that	had
plenty	of	symbolism.	The	rivalry	between	Charles	and	Walcott	was	one	of	the	best	in	history	So,	when	Charles	intelligently	beat	old	Joe	Louis,	the	popular	and	beloved	former	heavyweight	champion,	Charles	never	got	the	admiration	he	deserved	in	his	defense	of	the	fourth	title.	After	some	successful	defenses	(including	a	rematch	with	Walcott),
Charles	lost	the	title	in	the	third	battle	against	Jersey	Joe	Walcott,	undergoing	a	knockout	defeat	against	Walcott,	who	had	now	beat	a	record	to	become	the	oldest	heavyweight	champion	in	history.	The	two	would	have	had	another	revenge,	which	Charles	lost	by	decision.	Trying	to	win	the	crown	back	from	Rocky	Marciano	Ezzard	Charles	gave	Rocky
his	toughest	fights	After	remaining	active	against	a	number	of	contenders,	Charles	challenged	Rocky	Marciano	for	the	title	of	heavyweights	now	owned	by	"The	Rock".	The	first	meeting	in	1954	was	won	by	Rocky	Marciano	with	a	unanimous	decision.	In	the	immediate	revenge,	Charles	almost	overthrows	Marciano,	splitting	his	nose	in	half	and	with	the
encounter	a	lap	from	being	stopped	in	favor	of	Charles,	Rocky	evokes	the	will	of	the	gods	of	the	boxing	and	puts	KO	Charles	in	the	eighth	round	to	maintain	the	title.	Rocky	later	described	Charles	as	the	toughest	man	he	ever	met	in	the	ring.	Charles	broke	his	nose	at	Rocky	Later	Life	Charles	was	in	the	ring	too	long,	and	in	the	last	24	meetings	he
won	only	10.	After	retirement	in	1959,	Charles	died	of	lateral	sclerosis	in	1975,	aged	53.	His	career	could	be	described	with	a	phrase:	“a	lack	of	appreciation”,	because	it	was	really	one	of	the	bravest	and	most	skilled	fighters	of	this	sport,	and	fought	in	the	perhaps	more	competitive	era	of	boxing.	But	for	those	who	appreciate	the	subtle	brilliance,
Charles	will	always	remain	one	of	the	most	impressive	men	in	box	grace.	(NOTE:	There	is	a	bit	of	confusion	about	Charles’s	record	in	the	early	stages,	due	to	the	fact	that	his	manager	has	made	changes	to	his	record	to	fill	his	resume.)	I'm	a	Cincinnati	boy	who	grew	up	following	Ali	and	his	generation	of	wrestlers.	I	knew	Ezzard	Charles.	Mulvey	really
tells	the	story	and	now	I	know	Ezzard	Charles.	Appreciated	and	we	recommend	listening	to	these	podcasts.	Posted	on	19.06.2015	By	Ivan	G.	Goldman	When	you	feel	disgusted	by	the	four	lithic	groups	that	control	the	major	bands,	it	is	worth	observing	how	things	worked	in	the	1940s	and	1950s,	when	there	was	only	one	title	for	each	division	and	was
controlled	by	gangsters.Charles	beat	all	the	best	light	heavyweights	of	his	time,	but	failed	to	win	the	title.	Frustrated,	he	switched	to	heavyweights	and	in	June	1949	he	won	the	vacant	championship	by	beating	the	formidable	Jersey	Joe	Walcott	at	Chicago	Chicago	I	Soxâs	Comiskey	Park.	It	was	a	month	before	Charles'	28th	birthday.	He	competed	at	a
time	when	prize	boxers	were	competing	with	baseball	as	the	nation’s	most	popular	sport.	His	life	and	career	are	skilfully	told	by	William	Dettloff.	You	always	want	to	read	the	next	page.	Why	a	book	about	Charles?	The	author	explains	it	right	away.	Because	he	was	“one	of	the	best	boxers	ever.”	Besides,	like	most	boxers,	he	had	a	lot	of	things	under
the	surface	of	his	athletic	activity.	He	painted	oil,	read	psychology	books	and	played	a	vertical	bass.	Dettloff,	a	former	senior	writer	at	The	Ring,	is	half	of	the	irreverent	and	often	hilarious	“Ring	Theory”	podcast	team	composed	of	him	and	Eric	Raskin,	another	Ring	refugee	(Full	Statement:	also).	One	of	the	most	popular	basic	points	in	their	astute
commentary	is	the	gentlemanly	name	of	asshole	of	the	month.	Dettloff’s	chronicle	is	kind	of	a	social	story.	You	will	feel	good	for	the	times,	following	the	cunning	hunt	manager	Jake	Mintz,	the	gangsters	Franky	Carbo	and	Blinky	Palermo,	and	coaches	Ray	Arcel	and	Jimmy	Brown.	There	are	lots	of	beautiful	females	and	flashy	convertibles,	even	tough
times	and	tragedies.	Along	the	way	we	meet	Sammy	Crandall,	a	puffy	middleweight	who	fought	as	Sam	Baroudi,	and	lost	41-11-2,	21	KO.	He	died	from	injuries	sustained	in	a	race	with	Charles	on	February	20,	1948.	Baroudi	was	21.	Later	Charles	became	a	more	cautious	fighter,	less	willing	to	lead	and	punish.	He	acknowledges	the	change	of	style,	but
says	it	was	not	motivated	by	the	Baroudi	struggle.	He	moved	to	deal	with	heavyweights	and	had	to	be	more	careful.	Or	so	he	said.	Charles	is	perhaps	best	known	for	beating	Joe	Louis.	When	they	competed	for	the	heavyweight	title	in	1950,	it	seemed	like	the	whole	nation	was	cheering	for	their	beloved	Bomber	Brown,	who	at	36	was	not	the	same
Louis.	Sugar	Ray	Robinson	has	a	pretty	clear	idea	of	what	was	going	to	happen,	but	when	asked	to	predict	a	winner,	he	told	the	press,	“It	would	be	treason	to	choose	someone	other	than	Joe.”	Louis	weighed	218,	Charles	just	over	184.	It	wasn’t	easy.	Louis	put	some	lumps	on	Charles,	but	he	was	counting	on	scoring	an	early	kayo	against	his	lighter	and
faster	opponent	and	couldn’t	hold	out	for	15	rounds.	Charles,	demonstrating	his	durability	as	he	had	had	so	many	times	before,	won	points.	Charles	gave	Rocky	Marciano	one	of	his	toughest	fights.	Marciano,	a	small	heavyweight	by	today’s	standards,	was	taller	than	Charles,	and	wore	him	out	with	disco	shots.	Marciano	won	by	decision	in	June	1954
and	three	months	later	stopped	him	in	eight.	They	both	met	at	Yankee	Stadium.	Like	many	boxers,	Charles	stayed	in	the	game	too	long.	He	tried	to	retire,	but	it	didn’t	work.	It	wasn’t	just	about	the	money.	When	She	tried	to	rip	his	head	off,	life	got	boring.	He	missed	that	adrenaline	rush.	But	he	lost	7	of	the	last	10	years,	and	at	that	point	he	was
fighting	in	the	tank.	and	auditorium	of	high	schools.	He	closed	it	at	the	age	of	38	and,	like	almost	all	the	boxers	you	will	ever	see,	lost	the	last	meeting.	Before	his	career	ended	Charles	had	a	lot	of	fun,	he	also	bought	his	beautiful	wife	a	mink	coat,	which	she	wore	during	her	fights.	A	year	after	he	lost	to	Alvin	Green,	he	remained	without	money	in
Cincinnati's	hometown.	The	utilities	were	cut	for	non-payment.	The	cars	were	gone,	like	most	of	his	friends.	Sometimes	the	bars	paid	him	to	make	appearances.	And	yes,	he	also	did	some	wrestling,	just	like	Mountain	McClintock	in	Rod	Serling's	great	Requiem	for	Heavyweight.	In	1966,	Charles,	who	now	lives	in	Chicago,	suffered	from	lateral
sclerosis,	Lou	Gehrigat's	disease.	Mayor	Richard	Daley	gave	him	a	job	as	a	child	counselor.	Even	after	he	was	in	a	wheelchair	and	couldn't	work	anymore,	Daley	kept	it	on	the	payroll.	Gladys	was	following	him,	taking	him	to	the	bathroom	and	feeding	him	like	a	newborn.	Charles,	a	veteran	of	World	War	II,	died	in	a	Chicago	Veterinary	Hospital	at	the
age	of	51	after	living	a	boxing	life	so	accurately	and	exquisitely	documented	by	Dettloff.	Ezzard	Charles:	A	Boxing	Life	by	William	Dettloff	(McFarland,	May	2015).	232	pages,	commercial	stock	Ivan	G.	Goldman's	fifth	novel	The	Debtor	class	is	a	"adventurous"	reading,	says	Publishers	Weekly.	A	classic	cult	of	the	future	with	"fun	dialogues",	says
Booklist.	Available	immediately	at	the	Permanent	Press	wherever	you	sell	refined	books.	Goldman	is	a	best-selling	author	of	the	New	York	Times.	author.
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